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Amendments t the claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A shell casing for enclosing a cas e of a tape measure 

comprising: 

a first concav e shell with mall e ablo intorior se ctions ; 

a second concav e shell w&fa» malteabl e int e rior s e ction s; aad 

an attachment element that attaches adju s tabl e conn e ction m e ane - for conn e cting 
said firsts onoavo shell to said second ooncav e shell thereby enclosing the cas e of tho tape 
measure; 

an indicator window located proximate to said tape measure and having an 
indication mark positioned to be in line with measurement increments arranged on s aid tape 
measure: 

a marker attached to at least one nf said shells and aligned with the indication 
mark in the window so as to allow marking of an object at the measurement increment that is in 
line with the indication mark using one and only one hand . 



2. (Currently Amended) The shell casing for enclosing th e cas e of the tape measure 

of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a blade connected to at least one of said concav e shells and aligned with the 
indication mark. 



3. (Currently Amended) The shell casing for enclosing th e cag e of the tape measure 

of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a retractable blade molded into at least one of said concave shells wherein said 
retractable blade is molded flush within said concav e shell. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The shell casing for enclosing fe e eas e of the tape measure 

of Claim 2 furth e r oomprising: wherein the marker ts a lead pencil connected to at least one of 
said concave shells. 



5. (Currently Amended) The shell casing for enclosing th e cas e of the tape measure 

of Claim 2 further oomprioing: wherein the marker is a retractable lead pencil molded into at 
least one of said concav e shells wherein said retractable lead pencil is molded flush within said 
oonoav e shell. 



6. (Currently Amended) A combination tool comprising: 

a tape measure in a case; and 

an indicator window located proximate to said case and having an indication mark 
positioned to be in line with measurement increments arranged on said tape measure: and 

a retractable cutting blade located inside said case and arrang e d to mok e outs 
corr e sponding to m e asur e m e nt increments arranged on said top e moasur o aliened with the 
indication mark in the window so as to allow marking of or making of a cut on an object at the 
measurement increment that is in line with the indication mark using one and only one hand, 



7. (Currently Amended) A combination tool comprising; 

a tape measure in a case; and 

an indicator window located proximate to said case and having an indication mark 
positioned to be in line with measurement increments arranged on said tape measure: and 

a r e tractabl e pencil - mold e d insid e said cas e in o fluoh m anne r and arrang e d to 
mak e pencil marks corr e sponding to m e asur e ment increm e nts arrang e d on ooid tape m e asur e , 
s aid tap e m e asur e including a nail hol e at its e xpoood ond a marker attached to said case and 
aligned with the indication mark in the window so as to allow ynarking of an object at the 
measurement increment that is in lin e wit h the indication mark using one and only one hand . 
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8. (Previously Presented) The combination tool of Claim 6 wherein: 

said Lape measure includes a nail hole at its exposed end. 



9. (Currently Amended) The combination tool of Claim 1 wherein: 

said r e tractabl e pencil marker is adapted to use interchangeable leads or 

limestone. 



10. (Currently Amended) The combination tool of Claim 7 wherein: 

said r e tractabl e l e ad p e ncil marker is a mechanical lead pencil molded into said 
case in a flush manner. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The combination tool of Claim 7 farther compri s ing 

wherein said indicator window is a clear indicator window locat e d proximat e to oaid tapo 
measur e s aid indicator window including and said indication mark includes an index line located 
positioned to be in line with said measurement increments. 



1 2. (Currently Amended) A method of making precise measured cuts or marks on 

objects comprising the steps of: 

measuring a distance using a combination tool comprising a tape measure in a 
cas e, an indicator window located proximate to said case and having an indication mark 
positioned to be in line with measurement increments arranged on said tape measure, and a 
marker attached to said case and aligned with the indication mark in the window so as to allow 
marking or cutting of the object at the measurement increment thut is in line with the indication 
mark ; 
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viewing through the indicator window and lining up said measurement increment 

of said tape measure with the indication mark in the indicator window: 

markingor cutting the object with said marker that is aligned with the indication 
mark using one and only one hand at paid moasured di s tanc e bv e xt e nding a r e tractabl e blade 
locat e d inside said -e ooo whoroin s aid blad e is arrang e d to mak e outc corresponding to 
measurement increm e nt s arrang e d on said tap e m e asur e. 



13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12 farth e r comprising th e ot e po of: 
wherein said marker is a retractable marker and the step of marking or cutting includes making a 
measurement mark in pencil by extending a r e tractabl e p e ncil load corr e sponding to paid 
moaouromcnt marks on said tap e m e asur e said retractable marker in alignment with the 
indication mark. 



1 5 . (Currently Amended) A The method of malting pr e cis e m e asur e d cute on obj e cts 

00 in Claim 12 further comprising the steps of: 

including a nail hole in said tape measure at an exposed end; 

inserting a nail through said nail hole into the object; and 

rotating said case about the nail in arc to make a circular measured cut in the 

object. 
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